Update on the Caribbean Tobacco Control Project Activities for The Heart Foundation of Jamaica’s Board Meeting, November 12 (Period covered: October 9 – November 12, 2009)

1.  The Project continues its efforts to assist the Ministry of Health’s completion of the GHW.  
2.  The tobacco control meetings and training held recently in Mexico City (October 13-16) were very successful and much was learned.  It was important to meet persons known to date only via email and this strengthened networking and the exchange of information.
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Project Officer for Trinidad & Tobago presents at 2nd SRNT/IAHF Conference Session chaired by Project Manager (right)  
Three members of the regional team were also trained in the use of the Side-Pak Air Quality Monitoring machine.  The machine measures air pollution particles, including those from cigarette smoke.  This detection is very useful as a tool for lobbying for tobacco control legislation as well as for monitoring compliance when such laws have been implemented.  The team under training visited a bar and a restaurant and from observation (some clients were smoking) and subsequent machine reading, it was clear that the smoke-free law had been flouted in both establishments.
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Project Officer, Trinidad and Tobago; Communications Officer, Jamaica and Project Officer, Guyana, at AQM Training Session

3.  In late October, Mrs. Chen and Mrs. McGaw, the  Project Director and Manager, respectively, visited the Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids (CFTFK) Head Office in Washington, D.C., to present on Project achievements to date and to explore possibilities for extending its duration (the Project ends in March, 2010) and regional reach.
4.  The Project/Jamaica Coalition for Tobacco Control/The Heart Foundation of Jamaica will participate in an exhibition by the National Council on Drug Abuse (NCDA) entitled “How do you sell death?” on Monday, November 9 at 6:00pm at the Calvin McKain Library at the University of Technology.  The project has also been asked to give brief remarks on its scope of work.

The main focus of the display and presentations will be to create awareness about the health harms from tobacco use/cigarette smoking and smoke.  The NCDA observes November as “Drug Awareness Month” and will also use the exhibition to inform the audience about its findings on prevalence rates, knowledge and beliefs among young Jamaican smokers (10-15 year-old secondary students).  Many people are unaware of the health and financial burdens placed on individuals, families and the nation as smokers age and become disabled or diseased.  
Project/JCTC collaboration with the NCDA will continue on November 13 when the NCDA’s READ (Resistance Education Against Drugs) Initiative will culminate Drug Awareness month activities with an awards ceremony on Friday, November 13, between 1:00 pm and 4:00 pm (venue in Kingston to be announced shortly).  According to the NCDA  “Since November 2008, the Council has been working with twenty (20) inner city schools and over 200 students...”  The Project is involved both in terms of participation in the ceremony as well as the contribution it made to purchase trophies for students who will have successfully met criteria for stated READ objectives.
5.  The Project’s media outreach has been expanded and deepened with the assistance of well-known media consultant, Mrs. Beverley Manley who has facilitated meetings with major media organisations.  To date we have met with and had commitment to broadcast forum-style discussions among our tobacco control partners and like-minded organisations, from:

CVM TV
 Nationwide News Network

Power 106 Radio 
It is hoped that these and other planned public broadcast programmes will take place before year end.

6. In terms of the print media, on October 28, The Gleaner’s Health section carried an article entitled “Ban cigarette smoking in public, say young people”, by Dr. Wendel  Abel.  This article was based on the GTYS survey mentioned above.  Additionally, Dr. Abel and Ms. Eulalee Thompson, another Gleaner health columnist, will meet with us shortly to begin planning a full Gleaner feature on the wide range of issues arising from tobacco use and control.  Publication is expected before year end.
Prepared by Dawn Williams

Communications Officer
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3

