Update on Caribbean Tobacco Control  Project Activities  April- May 2009
__________________________________________________________________________________        
1..  The Project held its third regional project meeting in Guyana from April 27-30.  The report from the Project Manager has been submitted.  The highlight was our meeting with the Guyana Minister of Health, Mr. Ramsammy.  The Minister recommitted to urging his Jamaica counterpart, before and at the pre-WHO World Health Assembly Meeting in Geneva in mid-May, to accelerate completion of the graphic picture health warnings as the delay was impeding regional progress on this important FCTC measure.  
 2..  A major step regarding the warnings was made in late April when the Standards were submitted to the regional standards body, the Caribbean Regional Organization for Standards and Quality (CROSQ).  The Project Manager will meet on May 13 with the responsible Ministry of Health Officer, to advance the completion of the quota of images.
 3.  Members of The Heart Foundation and the Project met with the Minister of Health on May 7.  The Ministry’s Dr. Eva Lewis-Fuller was also present.  Dr. Fuller has overall oversight responsibility for completion of the graphic health warnings, as well as finalizing comments on the draft tobacco control bill.  The Minister agreed that the additional support staff needed to complete the health warnings would be made available. 
Minister Spencer also stated that an announcement to ban smoking in public places was imminent.   
We shared with the Minister the good news that the legal services of a member of Tobacco Free Kids, Ms. Rose Nathan, JD, MPH, a lawyer with over twenty years’ experience in international tobacco control, was recently offered to the Project.   Ms. Nathan is a member of the International Legal Consortium at Tobacco Free Kids.
Ms. Nathan continues to assist governments and tobacco control advocates with developing and advocating for strong tobacco control legislation in all regions of the world.  Her assistance was accepted by the Government of Trinidad and Tobago which is in the process of reviewing its draft tobacco control legislation. The Government of Guyana via Minister Ramsammy was also informed about Ms. Nathan’s offer of  assistance. Minister Spencer was very receptive to this and asked Dr. Fuller to take up the offer so that Jamaica’s draft bill can benefit from Ms. Nathan’s expertise. 

4.  The Project and The Heart Foundation continue planning for World No Tobacco Day 
 (Sunday, May 31), which we will observe on Friday, May 29.   So far the Project has confirmed 
 participation in an annual radio outside broadcast via Power 106 FM and two other radio talk shows.  The project has also confirmed visits to four of the schools involved the HFJ’s Schools’ Health Education Programme, coordinated by Ms. Parkes, the Health Educator.  The Project will provide tokens for the clubs’ student members and award prizes to three students per school, for a quiz competition related to tobacco issues.
The Project designed a WNTD-themed full-page, colour ad that will appear in the leading newspapers in Barbados, Guyana, Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago, on WNTD, May 31.
The Project continues its participation in the MOH-led Tobacco Control Working Group as well as the sub-committee that is coordinating collective stakeholders’ plans for World No Tobacco Day.
5.  One of our civil society/media “tobacco awareness” activities was timed for the month of May to  highlight WNTD.  On May 11, the Project Director, Manager and Communications Officer participated in an animated and very informative discussion with The Jamaica Observer’s Editors and Reporters at their weekly meeting.  Our presentation on smoking related diseases and disabilities generated many questions and comments and raised much awareness about the global tobacco epidemic.  The newspaper’s coverage of the presentation is attached.       
